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DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS COMMERCE 

E. 0.11652: N/A 
TAGS: APER, ETRD 

SUBJECT: REGIONAL TRADE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE PERSONNEL 

REF: AMBASSADOR' S LETTER TO DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
VAN GESSEL OF MARCH 15 ( COPY NEA/ KORN) 

IN VIEW SECURITY SITUATION LEBANON WE MUST REGRETFULLY 
RECOMMEND THAT ASSIGNMENT AMERICAN ASSISTANT FOR DIRECTOR 
REGIONAL TRADE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE BE DEFERRED INDEFINITELY. 
WE FEEL THAT ANY INCREASE AMERICAN STAFF AT THIS TIME WOULD 
BE UNWISE. IN INTEREST EXPORT PROMOTION. HOWEVER, 

DEPT MAY WISH ALTERNATELY ASSIGN AMERICAN ASSISTANT TO ONE 
OF GULF POSTS SUBJECT, OF COURSE, THEIR APPROVAL. 

LEFEAVER NOT INFORMED THIS DECISION AS HE IS PRESENTLY 
TRAVELLING IN GULF AREA. 

BUFFUM 
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